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Please   complete   the   following   for   the   first   day   of   school   in   August.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The   Village   School   of   Naples  
Required   Summer   Reading   for   Rising   11th   Grade   Students  

 
Dear   English   3   Student,  

 

Welcome   to   your   American   Literature   course   for   the   2020-2021   school-year!   We   will   cover   a   variety   of  

topics   and   themes   surrounding   what   it   means   to   be   an   American,   but   we   will   begin   our   study   with   a  

conversation   on   the   development   of   the   American   voice   and   its   use   to   fight   against   everyday   injustices.  

 

Your   summer   assignment   is   to   read   and   annotate   Melanie   Crowder’s   historical   fiction   novel,    Audacity .  

This   powerful   piece   will   provide   us   with   a   direct   connection   to   your   US   History   course   while   also  

sparking   a   study   of   the   development   of   the   American   voice.   Students   enrolled   in   the   Honors   English   3  

course   are   also   required   to   read   and   annotate   one   selection   from   the   list   of   books   found   on   pages   2-3   of  

this   packet.     Please   read   and   annotate   your   book(s)   thoughtfully   and   bring   them   to   class   with   you   on   the  

first   day   of   school.   

 

I   am   excited   to   be   your   teacher   this   year   and   look   forward   to   seeing   you   all   in   August.   In   the   meantime,  

enjoy   these   pieces   and   read   and   write   as   much   as   you   can!  

 

Best   wishes,  

--  

Mrs.   Redondo  

English   3   Honors   &   CP  

lredondo@tvsnaples.org   
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All   rising   11th   graders   enrolled   in   English   3   must   read:  
 
Audacity    by   Melanie   Crowder  
 
ISBN-13�    978-0147512499  
Available   for   purchase    here .  
 
Inspired   by   the   true   story   of   Clara   Lemlich,   whose   fight   for   equal   rights   led   to   the   largest  

strike   by   women   in   American   history,   this   novel   is   told   in   verse   and   tells   the   story   of   how  

Clara   emigrated   from   Russia   to   New   York   at   the   turn   of   the   twentieth   century.   Upon   her  

arrival   to   the   United   States,   Clara   faces   pressure   from   both   the   traditional   family   and  

societal   norms   of   the   time.   Appalled   By   the   substandard   working   conditions   in   the  

factories   on   Manhattan’s   Lower   East   Side,   “Clara   devotes   herself   to   the   labor   fight,  

speaking   up   for   those   who   suffer   in   silence.    Audacity    tells   the   story   of   this   remarkable  

young   woman,   whose   passion   and   selfless   devotion   to   her   cause   changed   the   world.”  

As   you   read,   please   highlight   and   annotate   this   novel   for:  
╊ Plot   development   (conflicts   and   events   that   alter   the   story)  

╊ Setting  

╊ Recurring   symbols  

╊ Characterization   

╊ Possible   themes  

╊ Important   literary   devices   

╊ Author’s   writing   style   --   particularly   how   Crowder   develops   an   emotional   connection   through   verse  
 

Students   enrolled   English   3   Honors   must   also   read   and   annotate   a   book   from   this   list:  
Please   note:    In   the   English   Department's   attempt   to   provide   rich   and   varied   reading   experiences   for   our  
students,   we   have   selected   titles   for   the   second   required   novel   written   by   a   combination   of   modern   and  
contemporary   authors.   Some   selections   are   focused   toward   more   mature   readers.   We   encourage   parents   to   read  
the   book   descriptions   carefully   with   their   children   and   assist   them   in   selecting   an   interesting,   appropriate   title  
for   their   second   required   read.   If   you   would   like   additional   suggestions,   please   feel   free   to   contact   me.   
 

 
The   Radium  

Girls  

 
Kate   Moore  

Nonfiction:   The   Curies’   newly   discovered   wonder   drug   shines   bright   in   the   otherwise   dark   years   of   the   First  
World   War,   and   hundreds   of   young   girls   toil   amid   the   glowing   dust   of   the   radium-dial   factories--   until   they  
begin   to   fall   mysteriously   ill.   As   the   factories   try   to   cover   up   the   secret,   these   determined   “shining   girls”  
suddenly   find   themselves   embroiled   in   one   of   the   biggest   scandals   of   America’s   twentieth   century.   

 
The   Immortal  

Life   of   Henrietta  
Lacks  

 
Rebecca  
Skloot  

Nonfiction:   Her   name   was   Henrietta   Lacks,   but   scientists   know   her   as   HeLa.   She   was   a   poor   black   tobacco  
farmer   whose   cells--   taken   without   her   knowledge   in   1951--   became   one   of   the   most   important   tools   in  
medicine,   vital   for   developing   the   polio   vaccine,   cloning,   gene   mapping,   and   more.   Henrietta’s   cells   have  
been   bought   and   sold   by   the   billions,   yet   she   remains   virtually   unknown,   and   her   family   can’t   afford   health  
insurance.   This   is   her   story.  

Brown   Girl  
Dreaming  

Jacqueline  
Woodson  

Autobiographical   Poetry:   This   collection   of   simple   poems   reveals   what   it   was   like   to   grow   up   as   a   young  
African   American   girl   in   the   1960s   and   1970s.   Woodson’s   autobiographical   poetry   sparkles   with   love   for   her  
family.   It   also   shines   light   on   the   inequalities   of   the   Jim   Crow   era.  

Just   Mercy   Bryan  
Stevenson  

Nonfiction:   A   powerful   true   story   about   the   potential   for   mercy   to   redeem   us,   and   a   clarion   call   to   fix   our  
broken   system   of   justice—from   one   of   the   most   brilliant   and   influential   lawyers   of   our   time.  
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https://www.amazon.com/Brown-Girl-Dreaming-Jacqueline-Woodson/dp/0147515823/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=brown+girl+dreaming&qid=1558544603&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Story-Justice-Redemption/dp/081298496X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=103YF96DCVIZC&keywords=just+mercy&qid=1558715895&s=gateway&sprefix=just+mercy%2Caps%2C244&sr=8-1


 
The   Other   Wes  

Moore:   One  
Name,   Two   Fates  

 
 
Wes   Moore  

Nonfiction   Narrative:   Two   kids   named   Wes   Moore   were   born   blocks   apart   within   a   year   of   each   other.   Both  
grew   up   fatherless   in   similar   Baltimore   neighborhoods   and   had   difficult   childhoods;   both   hung   out   on  
street   corners   with   their   crews;   both   ran   into   trouble   with   the   police.   How,   then,   did   one   grow   up   to   be   a  
Rhodes   Scholar,   decorated   veteran,   White   House   Fellow,   and   business   leader,   while   the   other   ended   up   a  
convicted   murderer   serving   a   life   sentence?   

Outliers:   The  
Story   of   Success  

Malcolm  
Gladwell  

Nonfiction:   Malcolm   Gladwell   takes   us   on   an   intellectual   journey   through   the   world   of   "outliers"--the   best  
and   the   brightest,   the   most   famous   and   the   most   successful.   He   asks   the   question:   what   makes  
high-achievers   different?  

The  
Autobiography   of  

Malcolm   X  

Malcolm   X  
with   Alex  

Haley  

Memoir:   If   there   was   any   one   man   who   articulated   the   anger,   the   struggle,   and   the   beliefs   of   African  
Americans   in   the   1960s,   that   man   was   Malcolm   X.   His    Autobiography    is   now   an   established   classic   of  
modern   America,   a   book   that   expresses   like   none   other   the   crucial   truth   about   our   violent   times.  

 
The   Chosen  

 
Chaim  
Potok  

Literary   Fiction:   The   now-classic   story   of   two   fathers   &   two   sons   and   the   pressures   on   all   of   them   to   pursue  
the   religion   they   share   in   the   way   that   is   best   suited   to   each.   As   the   boys   grow   into   young   men,   they  
discover   in   the   other   a   lost   spiritual   brother,   and   a   link   to   an   unexplored   world   that   neither   had   ever  
considered   before.  

The   Invention   of  
Wings  

Sue   
Monk   Kidd  

Historical   Fiction:    A   beautiful   novel   about   friendship,   self-efficacy,   and   human   dignity   that   traces   the  
friendship   of   two   women   joined   by   an   unlikely   bond:   one   of   them    owns    the   other   one.  

 
The   Bean   Trees  

 
Barbara  

Kingsolver  

Fiction:    Taylor   Greer   tries   to   run   away   from   all   that   makes   life   so   challenging,   only   to   find   that   a   completely  
unexpected   gift   offers   her   the   biggest   challenge—and   the   biggest   gift—of   all.    This   novel   redefines   family  
with   humor,   with   urgency,   and   with   compassion.  

 
Catch-22  

 
Joseph  
Heller  

Satirical   Fiction:   This   explosive   novel   is   set   in   Italy   during   World   War   II,   this   is   the   story   of   the  
incomparable,   malingering   bombardier,   Yossarian,    a   hero   who   is   furious   because   thousands   of   people   he  
has   never   met   are   trying   to   kill   him.   But   his   real   problem   is   not   the   enemy--   it   is   his   own   army,   which   keeps  
increasing   the   numbers   of   missions   the   men   must   fly   to   complete   their   service.   

 
To   Kill   a  

Mockingbird  

 
Harper   Lee  

Fiction:    A   gripping,   heart-wrenching,   and   wholly   remarkable   tale   of   coming-of-age   in   a   South   poisoned   by  
virulent   prejudice,   it   views   a   world   of   great   beauty   and   savage   inequities   through   the   eyes   of   a   young   girl,   as  
her   father—a   crusading   local   lawyer—risks   everything   to   defend   a   black   man   unjustly   accused   of   a   terrible  
crime.  

 
Old   School  

 
Tobias   Wolff  

Fiction:   The   story   follows   a   boy   at   an   elite   prep   school   in   1960   who   is   an   outsider   who   has   learned   to   mimic  
the   negligent   manner   of   his   more   privileged   classmates.   Like   many   of   them,   he   wants   more   than   anything  
on   earth   to   become   a   writer.   But   to   do   that   he   must   first   learn   to   tell   the   truth   about   himself.   

 
How   the   Garcia  
Girls   Lost   Their  

Accents  

 
Julia   Alvarez  

Fiction:   The   García   sisters   and   their   family    flee   their   home   in   the   Dominican   Republic   after   their   father’s  
role   in   an   attempt   to   overthrow   brutal   dictator   Rafael   Trujillo   is   discovered.   They   arrive   in   New   York   City   in  
1960   to   a   life   far   removed   from   their   existence   in   the   Caribbean.   In   the   wondrous   but   not   always   welcoming  
U.S.A.,   their   parents   try   to   hold   on   to   their   old   ways   as   the   girls   try   to   find   new   lives:   by   straightening   their  
hair   and   wearing   American   fashions,   and   by   forgetting   their   Spanish.   

Slaughterhouse  
Five  

Kurt  
Vonnegut  

Satirical   Fiction:   An   American   classic   and   one   of   the   world’s   great   anti-war   books.    Centering   on   the  
infamous   firebombing   of   Dresden,   Billy   Pilgrim’s   odyssey   through   time   reflects   the   mythic   journey   of   our  
own   fractured   lives   as   we   search   for   meaning   in   what   we   fear   most.  

The   House   on  
Mango   Street  

Sandra  
Cisneros  

Fiction:    Told   in   a   series   of   vignettes   –   sometimes   heartbreaking,   sometimes   deeply   joyous   –   it   is   the   story   of  
a   young   Latina   girl   growing   up   in   Chicago,   inventing   for   herself   who   and   what   she   will   become.  

 
The   Marrow  

Thieves  

 
Cherie  

Dimaline  

Dystopian   Fiction:   Humanity   has   nearly   destroyed   its   world   through   global   warming,   but   now   an   even  
greater   evil   lurks.   The   indigenous   people   of   North   America   are   being   hunted   and   harvested   for   their   bone  
marrow,   which   carries   the   key   to   recovering   something   the   rest   of   the   population   has   lost:   the   ability   to  
dream.   In   this   dark   world,   Frenchie   and   his   companions   struggle   to   survive   as   they   make   their   way   up   north  
to   the   old   lands.   For   now,   survival   means   staying   hidden.  

 
Dread   Nation  

 
Justina  
Ireland  

Alternative-History:   This   zombie   thriller   takes   place   after   the   U.S.   Civil   War   ends--   not   with   the   South’s  
surrender,   but   when   the   dead   begin   to   rise   up   on   the   battlefields   of   Gettysburg   and   Chancellorsville.  
Justina   Ireland   explores   what   would’ve   happened   had   zombies   stopped   the   war   in   order   for   Americans   to  
come   together..   This   book   features   a   good   deal   of   violence,   as   is   appropriate   for   a   story   about   zombie  
slayers,   but   it   also   offers   a   look   into   the   socio   political   and   historical   issues   that   stem   from   the   time   period.   
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