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AP European History: Summer Reading and Annotation Assignment 
These annotations are DUE THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS .We will have a graded discussion on it that day. 

 

Dear AP Euro students: 

For your summer assignment, I’ve chosen two chapters from a book William Manchester’s A World Lit Only by Fire 

that should give us a great head start on some CONTENT and also some SKILLS that we’ll work on throughout the 

year.  I will grade your ANNOTATIONS based on the scoring guide below.  

 

This means you must read the two chapters and SHOW YOUR THINKING with annotations in the margins.  That 

little voice inside your head as you’re reading?  That’s what you should write in the margins.  Also remember that you 

will refer back to this in MAY, so you want to be able to read your annotations and know what the article is about.  

This means you should paraphrase many of the big ideas in the margins. You would also want to box and define 

important terms.  I’ll also be looking for questions you have (that need clarification and also to spark discussion) 

connections you make to other subjects, history, or even random TV shows.  Any connections are legitimate. Here are 

a few terms that you should pay particular attention to as you annotate, though it is obviously not even close to the 

only thing you would annotate: 

TERMS TO KNOW (most of these are defined in the text. Some may require a little googling so you 

understand context): 

 Chapter 1: “The Medieval Mind”: Charlemagne, Clovis, St Augustine, Great Schism, Magellan 

 Chapter 2: “The Shattering”: Savonarola, Lorenzo de Medici, Chaucer, Magellan, Fuggers, Latern 

Councils, witchcraft 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

 What is wrong with the Medieval World that needs change? 

 What role did the Catholic Church play in Europe during these eras? 

 

Reader showed thinking through annotations (how much did you write? Can I tell what you were thinking 

as you read?) 

1 2 3 4 5 

 

Reader showed a variety of ways to think:  

 asked questions (for clarification and that would be good to discuss), _________ 

 paraphrased (summarize main ideas in margins) _________ 

 made connections (to other subjects, TV shows, whatever) _________ 

 shared opinions, (deeper than “wow”) _________ 

 recognized confusion, _________ 

 shared new thinking, _________ 

 indicated important ideas/ 
terms by making them “pop” visually (like box the terms). _________ 

 efforts to create a “coding system” _________ 
 

1 2 3 4 5 

Total points___________________________ 






























































